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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see paper number 10, filed 3/23/04, with respect to 
applicant's arguments regarding use of WAJIMA, US Patent No. 6,498,613 does not 
overcome the instant application have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Examiner agrees with the applicant as a result of the newly added claims 27-29 making 
WAJIMA non-analogous art because motivation to combine any references 
representing features of claims 27-29 that refer to specific graphic processing means 
with WAJIMA would not be reasonable. Therefore, the 35 USC 103 rejection using 
WAJIMA as the primary reference of paper number 10 has been withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-13 and 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by OHKI et al, US Patent No. 6,529,206. 

4. As per claim 1 , examiner interprets OHKI et al to teach the limitations as claimed; 
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An image processing method utilizing computer graphics in which an image at a higher 
drawing level ( figure 41 e) is formed from a computer graphics image formed by 
computer graphics (figure 41a ) said method comprising the steps of: selecting a 
particular drawing level from a plurality of drawing levels set in advance for a computer 
graphics algorithm (figurer 4, column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60) based on at least one 
of an amount of computation processing , an amount of data and a display resolution 
(figurer 4, column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60); 

executing a process of forming the computer graphics image by said computer graphics 
algorithm at the thus selected particular drawing level (figurer 4, column 8, line 56- 
column 9, line 60); and 

Performing processing by said computer graphics algorithm at a higher drawing level 
than said particular drawing level which was selected from said plurality of drawing 
levels (figure 4, elements 1 1-22, column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60 )based on editing 
data in the process of forming said computer graphics image at said particular drawing 
level (figure 4, column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60)or based on said editing data (OHKI 
et al disclose at least the underlined feature) and attached data thereby forming image 
data at said higher drawing level (figure 4, column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60). 
5. As per claim 2, examiner interprets OHKI et al to meets limitations, of claim 1 , as 
well as: wherein said image at the higher drawing level is an image to be printed or an 
image to be displayed (figure 4, column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60 - OHKI et al 
disclose at least the underlined feature) , and said image data at the higher drawing 
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level is print image data or display image data (OHKI et al disclose at least the 
underlined feature- figure 4, column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60). 

6. As per claim 3, OHKI et al meets limitations, of claim 1 , as well as: wherein said 
image at the higher drawing level is an output image (figure 4, elements 3 and 22), said 
image data at the higher drawing level is output image data (figure 4, elements 3 and 
22), and said processing by said computer graphics algorithm at the higher drawing 
level Is performed in a process of outputting (figure 4, elements 11-22 and column 8, 
line 56-column 9, line 60) . 

7. As per claim 4, examiner interprets OHKI et al meets limitations, of claim 1 , as 
well as; wherein when said computer graphics image is formed, said particular drawing 
level is selected from said plurality of drawing levels for each image component in an 
imaged scene or for each processing operation performed for producing a specified 
particular effect on said computer graphics image (figure 4, elements 11-22 and column 

8. line 56-column 9, line 60-OHKI et al disclose at least the underlined feature). 

8. As per claim 5, OHKI et al meets limitations, of claim 1 , as well as; wherein a 
plurality of computer graphics algorithms are further prepared (figure 3, elements 1-2, 
figure 4, elements 1 1-22 and column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60), and a particular 
algorithm is selected from said plurality of computer graphics algorithms based on at 
least one of said amount of computation processing (figure 4, elements 1 1-22 and 
column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60-please note the GUI processing) 
said amount of data and said display resolution (figure 4, elements 11-22 and column 8, 
line 56-column 9, line 60), and for the thus selected particular algorithm, said particular 
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drawing level is selected from said plurality of drawing levels (figure 4, elements 1 1-22 
and column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60). 

9. As per claim 6, OHKI et al meets limitations, of claim 5, as well as; wherein 
when said computer graphics image is formed, said particular algorithm is selected from 
said plurality of computer graphics algorithms for each image component in an imaged 
scene or for each processing operation performed for producing a specified particular 
effect on said computer graphics image (figure 4, elements 1 1-22 and column 8, line 
56-column 9, line 60-OHKI et al disclose at least the underlined feature). 

1 0. As per claim 7, OHKI et al meet limitations of claim 1 , including wherein the 
process of forming the computer graphics image at the particular drawing level is 
performed in a first processor (figure 4, elements 1 1-22 and column 8, line 56-column 9, 
line 60), whereas the processing by said computer graphics algorithm at the higher 
drawing level is performed with a different timing in a second image processor different 
from said first image processor (figure 4, elements 1 1-22 and column 8, line 56-column 
9, line 60-please note that the GUI processing means provides selective processor 
processing, meaning that the different timing is inherent). 

11. As per claim 8, OHKI et al meet limitations of claim 7, including, wherein the first 
image processor is a personal computer and said second image processor is a host 
computer connected to a personal computer through a communication network (column 
64, line 41 -column 65, line 44). 

12. As per claim 9, OHKI et al to meet limitations of claim 1 , as well as: wherein the 
process of forming the computer graphics image at the particular drawing level is 
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performed in an image and the processing by said computer graphics algorithm at the 
higher drawing level is performed in the same image processor (figure 4, and column 9, 
lines 60-64 and column 64, line 54-column 65, line 23). 

13. As per claim 10, OHKI et al meet limitations of claim 9, including, wherein said 
image processor is a personal computer (column 64, line54-column 65, line 23). 

As per claim 1 1 , OHKI et al meet limitations of claim 1 , including, wherein processing 
operations at different drawing levels including the process of forming the computer 
graphics image at the particular drawing level and the processing by said computer 
graphics algorithm at the higher drawing level (figure 4, elements 11-22 and column 8, 
line 56-column 9, line 60) are performed by sharing among a plurality of image 
processors interconnected through a communication network (figure 52c, column 64, 
line 54-column 65, line 23). 

14. As per claim 12, OHKI et al meet limitations of claim 1 1 , including, wherein said 
plurality of image processors are personnel computers (figure 52c, column 64, line 54- 
column 65, line 23). 

15. As per claim 13, OHKI et al meet limitations of claim 11, including, wherein an 
image processor to be selected from said plurality of image processors for performing a 
processing operation at each of said different drawing levels (figure 4, elements 1 1-22 
and column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60) and a timing applied for performing said 
processing operation are set in advance (column 65, lines 10-16)to said editing or as a 
processing condition (figure 52c, column 64, line 54-column 65, line 23 -OHKI et al 
disclose at least the underlined feature). 
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16. As per claim 27, OHKI et al meet limitations of claim 1, including, wherein the 
higher drawing level is defined by a graphics quality (figure 4, elements 1 1-22 and 
column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60). 

17. As per claim 28, OHKI et al meet limitations of claim 27, including, wherein the 
graphics quality comprises at least one of a resolution, number of polygons, raying 
processing, density scale resolution and an existence/nonexistence of reflected light 
(OHKI et al disclose at least the underlined feature-figures 381 and 38b and column 43, 
lines 6-14). 

18. As per claim 29, OHKI et al meet limitations of claim 27, including, designating 
image editing data to form the computer graphics image (figure 4, elements 1 1-22 and 
column 8, line 56-column 9, line 60). 

Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. BLANK, US Patent No. 5,469,536 disclose a graphical user 
interface processing for "...selectively combining digital images (column 4, lines 5-13)". 
JENKINS, US Patent No. 6,057,847 graphical user interfacing method using client- 
server and interactive computer processing for computer animation. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANTHONY J BLACKMAN whose telephone number is 
703-305-0833. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday on an eight-hour 
FLEX SCHEDULE. 



• ♦ 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MATTHEW BELLA can be reached on 703-308-6829. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
Art Unit 2676 
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